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T h r s  c e m e t e r y ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  d o w n t o w n  s m y r n a '
G e o r g i a  h a s  b e e n  k n o w n  a s  S m y r n a  C e m e t e r y ,  O l d  S m y r n a
Cemefe ry ,  and  now Smyrna  Memor ja i  Cemete ry .  T rad i t ' i ona l
h i s to ry  says  t , he  cemete ry  da tes  to  1838  wh ' i ch  i s  sa ' i d  t o  be
the  yea r  o f  t he  found ing  o f  t he  Smyrna  Me thod is t  Church  who
owned  the  p rope r t y  when  i t  was  f i r s t  ded ' i ca ted  fo r  use  as  a
c e m e t e r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s j b i l i t y  t h e  1 8 3 8  d a t e  m a y
have been "adopted"  la ter  because that  was the year  of  the
forced removal  o f  the Cherokee Ind ians f rom Cobb County and
other  oar ts  of  the s tate.

w h a t  i s  k n o w n  f o r  c e r t a i n  j s  t h a t  w y ' l  i e  F l a n n i g a n  o f
c a m p b e l l  c o u n t y ,  G e o r g i a  t o o k  t i t l e  t o  L a n d  L o t  5 2 2 ' i n  t h e
1 7 t h  D j s t r j c t  o n  J u l y  ' 1 ,  1 8 4 3 ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  p a i d  $ 5 . 0 0  t o
the s tate of  Georg ia as the " for tunate draw" ' in  the Cherokee
Land  Lo t te ry .  F i ve - twen ty - two  i s  t he  

' l and  
l o t  i n  wh ich  the

cemete ry  i s  l oca ted .  The  cemete ry  takes  up  a  l ' i t t l e  l ess
than two acres of  that  40 acre t ract .

I n  i t s  s e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a t ' i o n  H i s t o r y  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e
S m y r n a  U n i t e d  M e t h c d i s t  C h u r c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e a r ' l ' i e s t
l ega ' l  documen t  f ound  i nvo l v ing  the  chu rch  p rope - t y  was  a
t g i s  A e e O  r e o l a c j n g  o n e  d a t e d  i n  1 8 4 6  w h i c h  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o
have been dest royed by Federa l  Troops dur ing the War Between
lhe  s ta tes .  The  recons t ruc ted  deed  invo ' l ved  the  sa le  o f  a
land  l o t  (40  ac res )  by  Hardy  Pace  to  the  Smyrna  Me thod is t
E p j s c o p a l  C h u r c h .

And  so ,  t he  h i s to ry  o f  smyrna  cemete ry  i s  a  mys te ry ,  i us t  as
i  s  much  o f  t he  o the r  ea r l  y  h ' i s to ry  o f  t he  a rea  and  the

oeop ' l e  who  I  i ved  he re ,  and  p robab ly  w i l  I  r ema in  so '

The  ea r l  t es t  bu r ia l  i n  t he  cemete ry  wh ich  i s  marked  w ' i t h  a
g r a v e  s t o n e  j s  t h a t  o f  E l i j a h  F l e m i n g  w h o  d i e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f
4 5  0 n  A p r i ' l  8 ,  1 E 4 8 .  T h e  s e c o n d  b u r i a l  m a r k e d  w i t h  a  s t o n e
w a s  t h a t  o f  M r .  F l e m i n g ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  M a r y ,  w h o  d i e d  a t

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 7  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o n  M a r c h  1 4 ,  1 8 5 8 .

" I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g "  s a y s  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  h i s t o r y ,  " i t

was  a  t yp i ca ' l  coun t r y  chu rch  bu r ia l  g round ,  bu t  l a te r  t he


