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Silver Comet Trail: Cobb’s first rails-to-trails project

Cobb’s section of the Silver Comet Trail is a scenic 12.8-mile
multi-use paved trail that begins in Smyrna and travels west
through southern parts of the county. The trail follows the
abandoned railroad line once traveled by the Silver Comet
passenger train.

The Silver Comet passenger train was introduced by Seaboard
Air Line Railroad in 1947. Orlglnally fitted W|th an observa-
tion car and sleep lounge ca ied passengers through
southern cities like Atlanta a ngham to destinations.in
the north such as New York, Phi adelphla and Washington.

As passengers traveled across the countryside, they were
treated to a variety of scenic vistas. Today the rail has been
converted by Cobb Department of Transportation into a nulti-
use trail that is designed for use by all. { ers
joggers, bicyclists, inline skaters.
can all use the trail and enjoy the
for the train’s passengers.

Traversing six trestles and bridges, the trail offers spectacular
views and direct access to Heritage Park, a natural park that
includes approximately 105 acres with 14.3 acres of wetland
in four separate sites. Visitors can follow the 1.7-mile walking
trail to the remains of a woolen mill.

The building used to serv

The trail will ultimately extend 57 miles through Cobb, Paulding
and Polk counties, and current plans call for this section to
link with other trails and allow direct access between Atlanta
and Birmingham.

Four trailheads have been constructed offering parking,
restrooms, water fountains and related amenities. The trailheads
are excellent places to access the trail and begin your adven-
ture. They are open from dawn to dusk. For individuals who
reside close Iso be accessed at numerous
cross streets. Nea are encouraged to walk or cycle
to these locations Rental blcycles and refreshments are avail-
able at the Silver Cemet Depot along the trail, (770) 819-3279.
ast the old train depot.

Although a special bicycle unit of the Cobb County Police
Department enhances trail security, visitors are encouraged
to use the buddy system and ride, walk or jog in pairs or
groups.

For more information on the Silver Comet Trail, you may call
Cobb County Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs at (770)
528-8840 or visit us on the Web at www.cobbcounty.org.
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